Perceiving the center of irregular contour quadrangles.
This investigation examined how subjects perceived and localized the centers of irregular quadrangles. Five contour figures in four orientations were used. Seventeen subjects localized the centers of the figures in each orientation, three times. The estimated positions were found to be distributed according to the two-dimensional normal law. The mean position of the perceived center was very close to the centroid of the figures if they were considered flat homogeneous bodies. The orientation of the figures influenced the distributions of the estimates. The axis of maximal variance of the estimates was very close to the axis of orientation of the figures.